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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Overview: This course posits environmental planning at the confluence of economic and social 
changes and challenges in the contemporary urban landscape. This course draws from 
geographic theory, history, law, policy, and ecological processes to construct a critical analysis 
of the role of environmental planning, its influences and potential impacts. The course also 
emphasizes the process of environmental planning as it relates to human land uses, where 
planning ideals and competing social ideologies are often highly contested. This course has an 
urban-environmental focus and will deploy aspects of critical geographic theory to examine 
issues of contemporary topics facing the condition of our environment. The course also serves as 
an introduction to the environmental planning curriculum at UC Berkeley and the profession 
beyond. Thus we will explore the role of the environmental planner in the professional and 
academic realms and have visiting discussants from key faculty members as well as from 
working professionals from the Bay Area. 
 
Purpose: The course will engage environmental planning students with the basic concepts of 
social and economic processes that have shaped our environment to present date. It challenges 
students to re-conceptualize the term: “environment.” The term “environment” is often used 
generally in association with the Earth’s pristine or “natural” condition. But our “natural” 
environment and our built environment have been significantly augmented. How can the term 
“environment” then be used as a concept to envision all aspects of the human use of the Earth as 
interconnected and inseparable? Through this conceptual framework students will deconstruct 
and critique current planning initiatives and their role as professional environmental planners. 
 
Course Structure: This course will be conducted as a seminar with open discussion of the 
assigned readings and other course materials. I expect that students will come to class well 
prepared to present and respond to discussion questions and ideas about the readings.  
 
 
Area Focus: This course examines the United States’ urban social-economic processes and how 
they affect environmental systems and has, for the most part, a regional focus on California’s 
landscape morphology. 
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OFFICE HOURS 
 
Robert Lemon: E-mail: rdlemon@gmail.com  

 Office Hours: 12:00 noon 3:00pm Mondays, or by appointment 

 Office Wurster Hall 412B, (North Tower) 
 
Lectures: Tuesday/Thursday from 12:30pm-2pm 

Location: 315D WURSTER Hall 
 
Prerequisites: Graduate Standing Required.  
  
Required texts: 
Brechin, Gray A. Imperial San Francisco: Urban Power, Earthly Ruin  : with a New Preface. 

Berkeley: University of California Press, 2006. 
Cronon, William. 1992. Nature’s Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West. 1st ed. W. W.    Norton 

& Company. (Chapters 1-3, 6, skim with meaning 4-5) 
Deverell, William Francis. 2006. Land of Sunshine an Environmental History of Metropolitan 

Los Angeles. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press. 
Didion, Joan. 2004. Where I Was From. Vintage. 
Duncan, Nancy. 2003. Landscapes of Privilege: The Politics of the Aesthetic in an American 

Suburb. Routledge. 
Guthman, Julie. Agrarian Dreams: The Paradox of Organic Farming in California. Berkeley, 

Calif. Univ. of California Press, 2004. 
Tyrrell, Ian. 1999. True Gardens of the Gods: Californian-Australian Environmental Reform,  

 1860- 1930. 1st ed.  University of California Press. 
Walker, Richard. The Conquest of Bread: 150 Years of Agribusiness in California. New York: 

New Press  : Distributed by Norton, 2004. 
 
 
Texts available on BSpace: 
 Abell, David, et al. "Tapped out: how can cities secure their water future?." Water Policy 15, no. 

3 (May 2013): 335-363. 
Bayor, Ronald H. 2000. Race and the Shaping of Twentieth-Century Atlanta. The University of 

 North  Carolina Press. (Chapter 3) 
Biello, David. 2009. Farmed out: how will climate change affect global food supplies? Scientific 

American, 30 September 2009. 
Brummer, Charles E. and Keller, David R. 2002. Putting Food Production in Context: Toward a 

Postmechanistic Agricultural Ethic. BioScience 52(3): 264-271. 
Dillon, Lindsey. “Race, Waste, and Space: Brownfield Redevelopment and Environmental 

Justice at the Hunters Point Shipyard.” Antipode (2013): 2009. 
Di Chiro, G. “Nature as Community: The Convergence of Environment and Social Justice,” in 

W. Cronon (ed). Uncommon Ground, pp. 298-320 Gottlieb, R. Forcing the Spring: The 
Transformation of the American Environmental Movement Island Press. Pp.47-80. 

 Davis, Mike. (1992). City of quartz: Excavating the Future of Los Angeles. New York: Vintage 
Books. 

Guthman, Julie. 2008. “Bringing Good Food to Others: Investigating the Subjects of Alternative 
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Food Practice.” Cultural Geographies 15 (4) (October 1): 431–447.  
Harvey, D. (2003). The right to the city. International journal of urban and regional research, 

27(4). 
Mariola, Matthew J.. 2008. The local industrial complex? Questioning the link between local 

foods and energy use. Agriculture and Human Values 25: 193-196. 
McMichael, Philip. 2008. Peasants make their own history, but not just as they please…Journal 

of Agrarian Change 8: 205-228. 
McClintock, Nathan. 2010. Why farm the city? Theorizing urban agriculture through a lens of 

metabolic rift. Cambridge Journal of Regions, Economy, and Society 3: 191-207. 
Merchant, C. 2003. Shades of Darkness: Race and Environmental History, Environmental 

 History vol. 8, no. 3: 380-394.Roberts, Adrienne. “Privatizing Social Reproduction: The 
Primitive Accumulation of Water in an Era of Neoliberalism.” Antipode 40, no. 4 (2008): 
535–560. 

Smith, Neil. Nature as Accumulation Strategy. October 21st, 2009. 
Spirn, Anne Whiston, 2000. Language of Landscape. Yale University Press. (Chapter 2.) 
Swentzell, Rina, “Conflicting Landscape Values: The Santa Clara Pueblo and Day School,” in 

Groth, Paul, and Todd W. Bressi, eds. Understanding Ordinary Landscapes. annotated 
ed. Yale University Press, 1997. 

Tilman, David. 1998. The greening of the green revolution. Nature 396: 211-212. 
William Cronon, “The Trouble with Wilderness; or, Getting Back to the Wrong Nature” in 

William Cronon, ed., Uncommon Ground: Rethinking the Human Place in Nature, New 
York: W. W. Norton & Co., 1995, 69-90. 

 
 
  
REQUIREMENTS: 
 

5% Environmental Planning Vision and Value Statement  
10% Community Meeting Response  
25% Lead two to four reading discussions 
30% Reading Responses (six: one-page responses) 
30% Plan Critique and Presentation 

  
 
Important Due Dates: 
 
Sept. 12th: Environmental Planning Vision and Value Statement 

Oct 1st: Email me the name and copy of the plan you wish to critique 
Oct 31st: Community Meeting Response 
Nov. 7th: Six- one page reading responses 
Dec 5th: Plan Critique  
Dec. 10th:Revised Environmental Planning Vision and Value Statement 

Dec. 10th: Presentations 
 
Environmental Planning Vision and Value Statement: Each student will write a 1-2 page 
statement that defines environmental planning in your own terms. You will also write out your 
personal values and how they factor into your vision as an environmental planner. You should 
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conclude the paper with a paragraph about your short term and long-term goals in the field. You 
will be asked to submit your first draft the second week of the semester. You will rewrite the 
statement the last week of the semester as your vision or values may change throughout the 
course. 
 

Weeks 1-10: Weekly critical essays (550 Word Max): The second major component of your 
grade will be based on weekly essays that you will turn in once a week when we discuss the 
selected set of readings. The critical essays (or précis) should be short, concise summaries of the 
articles and your reflections on them.  This means not simply summary, but also some thoughtful 
response and intellectual reflections to the readings. As the semester progresses, I hope that you 
might start making comparisons to earlier readings, and to note differences or similarities in 
perspectives. What’s important to each author, and why? What theoretical perspectives, political 
viewpoints, and methodological tools did the author rely on? What do you think of the author’s 
points, and why? 

Over the course of the first 10 weeks, I ask that you write six of these short essays. While there 
are nine discussion weeks in the first 10 weeks of the semester, you will need to write essays on 
only six of them. 

 
Participation and leading a class discussion: You will be asked to prepare at least two (or more) 
discussions during the semester, which will draw on our reading.  I ask that you prepare 
discussion questions to be distributed before our class meeting, and help facilitate the actual 
discussion. Also, please try to incorporate current events to the discussions by posting or 
bringing recent and relevant newspaper articles to class. Please post your discussion questions on 
Bspace the day before discussion.  
 
Critique a neighborhood plan in the Bay Area (5-7 Pages): You will prepare an analysis of a 
neighborhood plan in the Bay Area. (Also check to see if there is an environmental plan that 
affects the neighborhood. Most likely there is. You will want to examine this too!) The plan 
should be in a neighborhood where there are pressing social and/or environmental issues. Plans 
may be obtained from the Library or from the Internet. If you choose to use a web-based plan, 
please include the website in your paper. The plan review should be between five and eight 
pages in length. Drawing from the course readings, discussions, and your value statement, we 
will develop a structure in which to critique the plan. We will spend a class together devising a 
more thorough outline of criteria for evaluating plans.  
Choose a plan by Oct 1st; Paper Due December 3rd 
 
Example Skelton Outline of Paper: 
 
I.  Introduction 
II.  Historical Background of Neighborhood  

A.  Environmental Past 
B.  Development of Area 

III.  How does the plan address economic issues?  
IV.  How does the plan address environmental issues? 
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V.  How does the plan address social issues? 
VI.  Conclusion 
 
Community Meeting Response: Each student is to attend a community meeting within the 
neighborhood plan you will critique. You are asked to write a one-two page response about the 
meeting. The response should not be a summary of the meeting, but should draw from relevant 
readings, as well as incorporate your critical perspectives about the stakeholders, issues, and the 
meeting’s structure.  
Due by Oct 31st 

 
Semester overview of topics covered and corresponding readings: 

• Lecturer may adjust syllabus and make changes to readings at his discretion.  
• Lecturer will determine and post exact pages and chapters to read at least one week 

prior to BSpace. 
• Discussion dates subject to change based on visiting speakers availability 
• Most articles and chapters will be made available on BSpace.  

  
 
OFFICE HOURS AND EMAIL: 
Many students/TAs/professors prefer to use email as a form of communication instead of going 
to office hours. If you need to communicate with me, feel free to email me if your question 
requires a yes or no answer. If it is a question that a fellow student can answer, don’t ask me, ask 
them. Any other questions should be asked in person during my office hours. Any question 
regarding grades sent by email will not be answered, you need to come to office hours and talk to 
me. 
 
Finally, going to office hours is a good way to develop a relationship with your 
Professors. The more we know about you, the better we can assist you in your academic 
development. Often if we know you, we are more likely to help you out in terms of offering 
advice, correcting papers, or sending you information about something of interest. 
 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY 
If there is evidence that you have been involved in any form of academic dishonestly (intentional 
or unintentional), you may receive a failing grade for the assignment and possibly for the course. 
A report will be provided to the student judicial services.  
 
The examples below do not include all possible violations of the university's expectations, but 
they do give a good idea of behavior that can result in grade reduction, disciplinary probation, 
suspension, or expulsion from the university. Plagiarism: Copying homework answers from your 
text to hand in for a grade; failing to give credit for ideas, statement of facts, or conclusions 
derived from another source; submitting a paper downloaded from the Internet or submitting a 
friend's paper as your own; claiming credit for artistic work (such as a music composition, photo, 
painting, drawing, sculpture, or design) done by someone else. 
 
Taking Information: Copying graded homework assignments from another student; working 
together on a take- home test or homework when not specifically permitted to do so by the 
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instructor; looking at another student's paper during an examination; looking at your text or notes 
during an examination when not specifically permitted to do so by the instructor. 
 
Providing Information: Giving your work to another to be copied; giving answers to another 
student during an examination; after taking an exam, informing another student in a later section 
of questions which appear on that exam; providing a term paper to another student. 
 
Misrepresentation: Having another student take your exam, or do your computer program or lab 
experiment; lying to an instructor to increase your grade; submitting a paper that is substantially 
the same for credit in two different courses without prior approval of both instructors involved; 
altering a graded work after it has been returned and then submitting the work for re-grading. 
 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: 
If you anticipate the need for any special accommodation for this course, or have questions 
regarding physical access please see me within the first week of class. I put in every effort to 
make your learning process smoother. 
 
RELIGIOUS HOLY DAYS: 
If you must miss a class, an examination, a work assignment, or a project in order to observe a 
religious holy day, you will be given an opportunity to complete the missed work within a 
reasonable time after the absence. 
 
 
* I reserve the right to make reasonable and responsible changes to the syllabus based on our 
progress, and any special requirement that may arise as the semester progresses. You will be 
notified about these changes well in advance. As such, the schedule is tentative; some topics may 
take longer/shorter than slotted in the schedule below. 
 
 
Formatting assignments–12-point font size in Times New Roman with no less than 1 inch margin 
on each side, and no less than 1.5 line spacing. Non-compliance with the formatting guidelines 
will result in loss of grades.
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

OUTLINE OF DISCUSSIONS 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Week 1 (Sept. 5): Introduction and Course Overview 
Lecture: The Evolution of the City 
 
Week 2 (Sept. 10/12): Social-Economic Dialect  
Sept. 10. 
Swentzell, Rina, “Conflicting Landscape Values: The Santa Clara Pueblo and Day School,” in 

Groth, Paul, and Todd W. Bressi, eds. Understanding Ordinary Landscapes. annotated 
ed. Yale University Press, 1997. 

William Cronon, “The Trouble with Wilderness; or, Getting Back to the Wrong Nature” in 
William Cronon, ed., Uncommon Ground: Rethinking the Human Place in Nature, New 
York: W. W. Norton & Co., 1995, 69-90. 

 
Sept. 12. 
Didion, Joan. 2004. Where I Was From. Vintage. 
 
 
Week 3 (Sept. 17/19): Cultural Landscapes and Environmental Change 
*Tyrrell, Ian. 1999. True Gardens of the Gods: Californian-Australian Environmental Reform,  

 1860- 1930. 1st ed.  University of California Press. 
 
 
Week 4 (Sept. 24/26): Creating the Urban Landscape 
*Cronon, William. 1992. Nature’s Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West. 1st ed. W. W.   

 Norton & Company. (Chapters 1-3, 6, skim with meaning 4-5) 
 
 
Week 5 (Oct. 1/ Oct. 3): Visiting Professors. Reading Rest. 
 
 
Week 6 (Oct. 8/10): Urban Ecology I  
Deverell, William Francis. 2006. Land of Sunshine an Environmental History of Metropolitan 

Los Angeles. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press. 
 
Spirn, Anne Whiston, 2000. Language of Landscape. Yale University Press. (Chapter 2.) 
 
 
Week 7 (Oct. 15/17): Political Landscape I 
Brechin, Gray A. Imperial San Francisco: Urban Power, Earthly Ruin  : with a New Preface. 

Berkeley: University of California Press, 2006. 
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Week 8 (Oct. 22/24): Political Landscape II 
Duncan, Nancy. 2003. Landscapes of Privilege: The Politics of the Aesthetic in an American 

Suburb. Routledge. 
 
 
Week 9 (Oct. 29/31): Environmental Discrimination 
Oct 29 Discussion 1 
Merchant, C. 2003. Shades of Darkness: Race and Environmental History, Environmental 

 History vol. 8, no. 3: 380-394. 
Dillon, Lindsey. “Race, Waste, and Space: Brownfield Redevelopment and Environmental 

Justice at the Hunters Point Shipyard.” Antipode (2013): 2009. 
Di Chiro, G. “Nature as Community: The Convergence of Environment and Social Justice,” in 

W. Cronon (ed). Uncommon Ground, pp. 298-320 Gottlieb, R. Forcing the Spring: The 
Transformation of the American Environmental Movement Island Press. Pp.47-80. 

 
Oct 31 Discussion 2 
Bayor, Ronald H. 2000. Race and the Shaping of Twentieth-Century Atlanta. The University of 

 North  Carolina Press. (Chapter 3) 
Davis, Mike. (1992). City of quartz: Excavating the Future of Los Angeles. New York: Vintage 

Books. 
Harvey, D. (2003). The right to the city. International journal of urban and regional research, 

27(4). 
 
 
Week 10 (Nov. 5/7): California Agriculture I 
Walker, Richard. The Conquest of Bread: 150 Years of Agribusiness in California. New York: 

New Press  : Distributed by Norton, 2004. 
 
 
Week 11 (Nov. 12/14): California Agriculture II 
Smith, Neil. Nature as Accumulation Strategy. October 21st, 2009. 
 
Guthman, Julie. Agrarian Dreams: The Paradox of Organic Farming in California. Berkeley, 

Calif. Univ. of California Press, 2004. 
 
 
Week 12 (Nov. 19/21): Urban Ecology II: Urban Agriculture? 
Nov 19:  Discussion I 
Abell, David, et al. "Tapped out: how can cities secure their water future?." Water Policy 15, no. 

3 (May 2013): 335-363. 
Biello, David. 2009. Farmed out: how will climate change affect global food supplies? Scientific 

American, 30 September 2009. 
Mariola, Matthew J. 2008. The local industrial complex? Questioning the link between local 

foods and energy use. Agriculture and Human Values 25: 193-196. 
Tilman, David. 1998. The greening of the green revolution. Nature 396: 211-212. 
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Nov 21:  Discussion II 
Brummer, Charles E. and Keller, David R. 2002. Putting Food Production in Context: Toward a 

Postmechanistic Agricultural Ethic. BioScience 52(3): 264-271. 
Guthman, Julie. 2008. “Bringing Good Food to Others: Investigating the Subjects of Alternative 

Food Practice.” Cultural Geographies 15 (4) (October 1): 431–447.  
McClintock, Nathan. 2010. Why farm the city? Theorizing urban agriculture through a lens of 

metabolic rift. Cambridge Journal of Regions, Economy, and Society 3: 191-207. 
McMichael, Philip. 2008. Peasants make their own history, but not just as they please…Journal 

of Agrarian Change 8: 205-228. 
 
 
 
 
Week 13 (Nov. 26): Discuss Papers/Writing Week 
November 26, Discuss Plan Critiques 
 
November 28, NO CLASS, THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
Week 14 (Dec 3 & 5): Writing Week 
 
 
Week 15 (Dec 10): Presentations 
*Notes on Presentations: You will have approximately 12 minutes to give a short presentation 
about your findings and a few minutes to discuss. Tell us about your plan, how you chose to 
critique it, and your findings. You will probably have 10-12 visual slides. Keep text, and full text 
slides to a minimum. 
 


